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The Threat of League Tables

Preamble
If news media have access to the National Standards achievement data sent by schools to the Ministry of Education, then ‘league tables’ are the certain outcome.
League tables are a political construct that serve no educational value. They will not lead to improvement of educational outcomes for any students.

The Government needs to legislate to bar media access to the National Standards data yhat schools send to the Ministry of Education.

Support for more effective teaching and learning programs aimed at achieving an equality of learning outcomes is not reliant on the creation of league tables. It is reliant on

(a) Responsible government investing in targeted, sustainable equity programs in school communities that experience entrenched disadvantage.

(b) Professional learning for teachers that increases their knowledge and skills.

Overseas Experience
League tables have had a negative effect in other countries. They have resulted in a narrowing of the curriculum as effort and resources are put into the areas to be tested, and time is spent ‘teaching to the test’. 
Enrolment Patterns

1. Enrolment patterns change as people who are able to exercise choice move their children to so-called successful schools. Parents who don’t have choice are then left with their so-called failing schools whose cohort largely consists of the children most challenging to educate.
2. League tables… encourage schools to select or attract students who will boost their ranking and deny entry to low achieving students.
3. In an era of league tables it will be a case of schools choosing their students rather than parents exercising "choice".

NSW Teachers Federation

4. Overseas evidence suggests that “cream skimming‟ of this kind leads to greater social segregation between schools.
League Tables as a Measure of School Performance

1. League tables, which rank or compare schools based on test results, present an invalid and misleading picture of school performance.  They omit much of which is value in learning – such as key competencies.
2. Branding schools as failures or poor-performing based on test results which do not show the progress of students nor the work that schools have done with them is damaging. 
3. Parents can already access relevant information on school performance by directly contacting schools or looking at their own school’s website. 
4. The performance of schools (including those which are deemed to be ’failing’) cannot be evaluated properly or fairly unless the different contexts in which these schools and their teachers have to work are taken into account. 
Freedom of Information
1. The principle of 'freedom of information' can be an asset but it can also be abused in ways that harm rather than help schools and the children who they serve.
2. Most of the FOI laws in most countries include a provision that information may be withheld if the harm caused by its release outweighs the benefits.
http://www.privacyinternational.org/foi/foisurvey2006.pdf
Student Learning

1. Increased competition for better rankings undermines collaboration and co-operation between schools. 
2. League tables are also likely to damage student learning because the competitive pressure for improved rankings encourages schools to focus more on the tested subjects than the non-tested subjects. 
3. Tables are also likely to mislead parents because the comparisons create such competitive pressure on schools to improve rankings that they often resort to rigging their results in various ways, including reducing the participation of low achieving students and outright cheating. 
4. …"national, high-stakes testing diminishes our curriculum, can change teachers into technicians, can make our schools testing hot-houses and can turn children off learning". DOC 2009-091

Jon Berry. Australian Education Union, 2009. http://www.aeufederal.org.au/Debates/JBerryopinion.pdf
5. League tables "overwhelmingly reflect the enrolment profile rather than the worth of schools and what they achieve for their kids. They essentially measure the prior learning, family culture, aspiration...and money of the kids who walk in through the school gates each day".
The Curriculum

1. “Teaching to the tests’, dumbing down of the curriculum. 

2. Standards will compromise the implementation of the new curriculum.    Narrowing of the curriculum.  Schools will become very dull places.  The UK and USA shows this to be a failed model that denigrates learning.  

Impact on Teachers

1. Teachers may seek employment in schools where there is higher achievement in the National Standards.  Conversely, many lower decile schools will have difficulty attracting staff.

2. This situation will be worsened if Performance Pay related to achievement against the NS is introduced.

3. Collegiality and collaboration between schools will diminish.  A competitive environment.
Primary source: www.nswtf.org.au/library/files/School_league_tables_Aug_09.pdf
Pat Poland
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